When I teach, the conciete facts are nat important; more important is whether | can make

stidents curtous and interested.”

"SUNDAY 15 Febfiialy 2003+ 771

= Prof Yang Fujio, University of Nottinglunn Chaneellor

Profile 9

Lighting K-economy’s fire

BY HARIATI AZIZAN

TUDENTS today, facing the
S challenges of the knowledge-

based or K-economy, can learn
4 lot from Shakespeare, says
University of Nottingham
Chancellor Prof Yang Fujia.

“In this rapidly changing world,
students now not only must learn
how to know and how to do, but
also learn how to be, To be or not to
be, that is tha.question,” quotes the
distinguished Chinese physicist and
academic who is the university's
first Asian chancellor.

Hence, for students to meet the
demands of 3 rawdiy changing
world, he says, t ey mist have &
broad knowledge and be liberalised
in their thinking. More importantly,
he adds, as Shakespeare said, in the
ruest for knowledge, one must first
Iearn to think.

Higher eddcation is the key for
students in equipping themselves
for the new forces of the K-econo-
my. And the best 'education, accord-
ing to Prof Yang, is one that allows
students to learn how to be, which
is to letghem have personal inter-
ests in llfe and be curious about
things around them, as well as be
creative,

Prof Yang, who was in Kuala
Lumpur recentlyTor a public lecture
organised by Inti Foundation, says
the university is a vital entity in
sparking ofl economic develoment.

He says Malaysta has moved from
an agricultural-based economy to a
digital industrial economy, and this
dynamic shifl towards a knowl-
edge-based economy has brought
ahatit a remarkable change to the
role of the university today as the
catalyst for econamic development.

The man who introduced the con
cept of knowledge-based economy
tir China remarks: “In a knowledge-
hased era, for profound exchanges
and eommunications, every country
has to cherish an insight into others
culture, history and social back-
ground, and the internationalisation
of higher education will help reach
thiz gnal ®

An international scholar

With Nottingham University as
his base, Prof Yang commutes to
China from England regulariy
throughout the year, as well as tray-
els to universities and institutions
of higher learning around the world
for talks and knowledge exchanges.

Currently in his second year as the
university’s chancellor, he is relish-
ing his role as an “international
scholar”

“ I think it’s because | have a phi-
losophy in life,” he says with a
smile, "1 still feel very Chinese, But
my mission is to learn from the
Western countries. T am very proud
of my country, especially since we
found our own was. We made a lot
of mistakes before 1978; there was
very little life in China, but now we
have opened up. | think our future
Inoks great.”

Since graduating in physics from
Fudan University in 1958, Prof Yang
has been attached to various insti
tutions around the world in pursuit
of discoveries in nuclear physics
research. He has served in the Neils
Bohr Institute in Copenhagen,
Denmark, as well as with various
universities in the United States and
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Japan.

He says: “The different universi-
ties in the world are getting to work
together while concrete steps are
being taken to revamp higher edu-
cation. For example, there have
Been three major advantageous
developments of the British educa-
tion system - namely, strict regula-
tion aver university administra
tions, student-oriented policies and

mphasis on the globalisation of
hl?.ﬁt‘! education. However, they
would still need to adapt to future
changes and work with other uni-
versities in the world."

At Nottingham, his main tasks
inclule developing the university's
international activities in teaching,
and research and development.

According to Prof Yang, the K-
econamy is fundamentally educa-
tion-hased, and higher education is
extremely important as it is
designed to cultivate talents, enrich
human knowledge and develop

s president Dr Tan Yew Siig.

new technologies to serve socety.
Acknowledging the similarities in
the region, Prof Yang opines that
one task for dwelnﬁeng nations js
not revolution but helping the .
economy grow, which depends
largely on education. “Take China
for instance, its economy is growing

mﬂmﬂdk\ulllh;tu wﬂrwml others as team players, says Prof Yang,
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Prof Yang also cites Finland's

gress Through Nokia, Finland

a5 lapld[y developed its higher
education and cunsaquenlly
become a global pioneer in
information and communications,

As most of the small companies
established by graduates are IT-
related, he acknowledges that small
and medium enterprises not only
play an important role in the econo-
my but are also high in creativity.

Curlosity and enthusiasm
Curiosity and enthusiasm are
hallmarks of a good student, says
Prof Yang, Curiosity will raise
questions that will in turn lead to
the development of new ideas and
complex problem-solving.

“So0, to me, when | teach, the con-
crete facts are not important; more
Impartant is whether | can make
students curious and interested. |
used to teach four hours a week but
now [ teach only two, while the
other twa [ ask my students to
teach.” he says.

Prof Yang also emphasises the
need for students to be bold in fac-
ing hardships and diligent in doing
research. Since the pursuit of

very fast.”

Citing another le, Prof Yang
expounds on how a small country
such as Japan is able to set a land-
mark signature in the world ecorib-
my by exporting cars to the United
States. He says the growth of small
companies and the emergence of -

ledge is a collective undertak-
ing, students should be willing to
work with others as a team.
Leading by example, the
University of Nottingham, which is
nuted for its rnedliral research, Is
I with Shang!

successful CEOs from
have led Japan to be a world leader
in the automabile industry.

The three key elements -
knowledge of the economy, under-
standing the use of capital or opera-
tion of maonetary systems and being
well-versed in regulatory conditions
- are contributing factors to Japan's
success, he adds.

Fudanl y and Jiaotong
Lrnl\o‘ersin,| to jointly set up a genetic
research centre in Fudan,

Hard work, however, is not the
be-all and end-all of higher educa-
tion, “In China, university students
work so hard that they suffer low
quality life; many have no interest
and curiosity for life or opportunity
for creativity, But curiosity is the

source of invention,” adds Frof
Ya

Students have to learn to adapt as
the new knowledge economy
replaces old industries.

"They are now expected to try
new things when they join the
work market. When they are asked
to do something, they cannot say
they cannot do it because it is dif-
ferent form what they learnt in uni-
wversity, Instead they should say, 'l
try. let me try'. There is no place for
‘I'm afraid | cannot’” he advises,

In Cambridge or Oxford, there is a
story about an academic in the 15th
century, he shares,

“Let us smoke, the man said,
*Smoke from cigarettes will ignite the
spark in students’ minds.’ Similarly,
another philosopher said, ‘A stu-
dent’s mind is not an empty vessel to
be filled with knowledge but is space
wherein a spark waits ta be fired up;
an academic’s duty is to ignite it into
fire but for tutors, parents, and stu-
dents themselves, they have to try
find their own potential.
Unfortunately, different people have
different fires; different potential

A changing world

Mare importantly, students need
to understand what we are facing
as the world is changing rapidly.
Prof Yang wams.

“1 like this story | heard about Bill
Gates, When, during an interview,
journalists congratulated him on his
marriage and speculated that he
would get a son to be his heir, he
said, When my son grows up, |
don't know where Microsoft will
be.' That is 5o true. That {s the
future, So, students must ensure
they understand the easiest con-
cepts and be versatile; in the K
economy you need to adapt to
changes quickly.”



